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Program offered in collaboration with 



Northern California Study Abroad Consortium

Contra Costa Community College District: 

ÅContra Costa College, Diablo Valley College, Los Medanos College

Los Rios Community College District: 

ÅAmerican River College, Cosumnes River College, Folsom Lake College, Sacramento 
City College

San Mateo County Community College District:

ÅCañada College, College of San Mateo, Skyline College

Santa Rosa Junior College



Why study abroad?

ÅFewer than 10% of US college students study abroad

ÅShows college admissions and employers skills such as intercultural competence, 
ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎΧ

ÅPersonal skills you gain: independence, creativity, tolerance, openness, initiative, 
ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƻǊΣ ŀŘŀǇǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΧ

85% of students agree that studying abroad was the most meaningful experience 
of their undergraduate education.



Why Florence?



Ideally situated for travel around Italy & Europe

Budget airlines around Europe. Bus, train or plane around Italy.



ÅFounded in 1964 

ÅOver 1.8 million students in over 20 countries

ÅPartnered with the NCSAC colleges since 1988

ÅLocal Program Coordinators & Study Center in Florence 

ÅExtensive incident response and crisis management 
procedures

AIFS Abroad



Program Dates -  Spring 2026

Saturday, January 31 Depart US

Sunday, February 1 Arrive in Florence

Monday, February 2 Orientation

Tuesday, February 3 Workshops

Wednesday, February 4 Classes begin

Sat-Sun, March 14-22 Mid-Semester break

Thursday, April 30 Last day of class

Friday, May 1 End of program, Depart Florence 



AIFS Student Center

ÅClassrooms & AIFS Student Services near 
the Piazza Santa Croce

ÅStudent lounge, computer & printer access

ÅStudent Services staff available during 
office hours and 24/7 emergency contact

ÅStaff coordinates orientation, classroom 
facilities, housing, cultural activities & 
excursions as well as student advising and 
counseling





Academics

ÅCourses are UC/CSU transferable

ÅMeet General Education requirements

ÅAll students enroll in the Italian Life and Culture 
course plus 3 additional courses for a total 12 
credits

ÅFlorence is our classroom!

ÅhǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ άǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴέ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ н ƘƻǳǊǎ ŜŀŎƘ 
week with local instructors



Italian Life & Culture Course
ÅUnderstanding the culture and society  ƻŦ CƭƻǊŜƴŎŜ 

and Italy

ÅExperiential learning

ÅLectures and correspondingfield trips on 
history,art & architecture, politics & 
society,gastronomy, customs &traditions

ÅThis 3-unit course is required for all students and 
is subject to college tuition fees

ÅStudent must enroll in the Italian Life & Culture 
course offered by the campus that processes their 
program application. This class is the same class 
for all four schools



Courses offered by 
Santa Rosa Junior College

PROF. LAURA SPARKS

lsparks@santarosa.edu

ASTR 3 ς Stellar Astronomy

ASTR 4 ς Astronomy of the Solar System

ASTR 42 ς Life in the Universe

INTDIS 90* - Italian Life and Culture

mailto:lsparks@santarosa.edu


Courses offered by 
Contra Costa Community 
College District

PROF. NICOLE WHITE

nwhite@dvc.edu

ARTDM 136 ς Introduction to Digital Photography

ARTHS 196 ς History of Medieval and Renaissance 

Art

INDIS 100* - Italian Life and Culture

mailto:nwhite@dvc.edu


Courses offered by 
Los Rios Community College 
District

NAOMI BAHM

bahmn@crc.losrios.edu

PSYC 356 ς Human Sexuality

PSYC 372/ECE 312 ς Child Development  

BIOL 300 ς The Foundations of Biology

INDIS 351* - Italian Life and Culture

mailto:bahmn@crc.losrios.edu


Courses offered by 
San Mateo Community 
College District
PROF. LISA PALMER

palmer@smccd.edu

ENGL 110  ς Composition, Literature, and 

Critical Thinking (PREQ: College Composition)

ENGL 164 ς Creative Non-Fiction (Memoir 

Writing)

LIT 441 ς Survey of Film

GBST 650* - Italian Life and Culture

mailto:palmer@smccd.edu


Weekly Calendar of 
Subsidized Cultural Activities 

ÅCooking class

ÅSport events

ÅWalking tours

ÅTheater & dance events

ÅWine appreciation or olive oil tasting

ÅDay trips



Excursion to Siena and
 San Gimignano



Excursion to Chianti Wine Region



Housing

Student Apartments

Equipped kitchens, shared living area & full bath, Wi-Fi, 
washing machines 

No meals are included

Approx. 15-30-minute commuteto the Study Center

Typically, 4-6 students in each apartment in double 
rooms


